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DJ & Electronic Music Production
HND - Higher National Diploma

Module Details

This course is designed for electronic musicians 
who share a passion for pushing the boundaries of 
music production. Throughout the 2 years you will 
cover a range of modules designed to allow you to 
demonstrate and develop your technical and creative 
potential. The aim of the course is to give students 
the key skills to reach a high level of professionalism 
within your technical and academic ability, building a 
portfolio of work that will allow you to start working 
as a freelance producer, sound engineer, systems 
technician, DJ or live music performer. 

Aural Perception & the Principles of Musical Sound

Having a good musical ear is a prerequisite of professional 
musical life and a tool that can be relied on throughout your 
musical career. This module provides working knowledge of 
the principles of sound, supported through the study of the 
physical properties of sound and human hearing. You will 
develop aural perception skills working with a range of musical 
styles, analysing work using appropriate vocabulary, 
indentifying and understanding musical characteristics and the 
different stylistic elements involved.

Research & Analysis of Musical Genre

This module allows you to develop the research skills you 
need to support both theoretical and practical elements 
of a chosen genre. Distinguishing between primary and 
secondary sources, you will evaluate their validity and 
extract the necessary information to synthesise your 
research into an appropriate form for presentation.

Electronic Music Events Management

Preparing you for the commercial world of electronic music 
events whilst stressing the ever-evolving nature of industry: 
with special attention to contemporary performances 
contexts. This will be done through an exploration of 
logistics, artists and audiences; alongside engagement 
with marketing and promotion strategies, issues of law, 
and health, safety and risk management as required in the 
completion of an actual event.

Electronic Music Composition Techniques

You will develop essential composition and production 
techniques and will explore new methods of sound creation 
and manipulation. The module will allow you to study this 
area in depth, mastering your craft and looking at new 
ways of delivering your music, incorporating the latest 
computer-based technologies.

Sound Recording & Engineering

Looking at factors affecting audio quality, together with 
the two recording methods of using microphones and 
direction injection (DI). The module also looks at the use of 
the mixing desk, including such things as routing and use 
of EQ, and the creative and corrective treatment of sound. 
Finally, the module will look at effective studio session 
preperation, both from the point of view of the musician 
and from that of the studio personnel.

Audio Mastering

In the age of the internet and bedroom studios, the 
mastering and manufacturing process is often overlooked. 
This module develops a working knowledge of the work 
of a mastering engineer and the mastering studio. You will 
explore the creative and corrective possibilites in mastering 
as the final stage of the recording process. 

Year 1

While no less rigorous than a BA (Hons) pathway, the 
HND is more vocational, with most assignments written 
to either reflect industry practice or enable you to build a 
professional portfolio of work. You can also top it up to a 
full BA with one further year of full-time study.

We see our courses as your first step into the industry, 
you will be working with industry professionals as your 
tutors alongside special guest lectures from internationally 
successful producers all of which will ensure that you 
are prepared and have the skills needed to move on to a 
variety of careers in the creative industries.
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Year 2

Critical Music Listening

Acquiring and developing critical music listening skills 
expands creative opportunities. Film music necessitates 
a wide timbral appreciation; electronic manipulation with 
creative synthesis and sampling requires an appreciation of 
the tonal palette. On completion you will have developed 
a deeper understanding of music and sonic listening skills 
and awareness.

Work Experience: Interacting with the Music Industry

A significant amount of learning can be achevied through work 
related experience. You will gain an understanding of the 
structures, roles and responsibilities of music business 
organisations and how this relates to self-promotion and 
marketing of freelance and portfolio based careers.

Major Project

This module deals with the practical application of the skills 
and techniques required in the preparation and production 
of music and music performance whilst working as part of 
a team. You will develop skills in decision making, problem 
solving and communication, integrated with the skills and 
knowledge developed in many of the other units within the 
programme to complete a realistic project.

Advanced Synthesis & Sampling Techniques

You will explore and utilise cutting-edge software to design 
and create your own synthesizer and sampler instruments 
that you can use in your own productions.

Sound System Specification & Operation

This module is designed to develop the theoretical and 
practical skills that are appropriate to the set-up and instal-
lation of sound systems. You will acquire the knowledge 
to understand sound system design for venue types and 
programme and live material. Live sound practice reinforc-
es skills developed around sound recording, listening skills, 
and acoustics.

Live Electronic Music Performance

Focusing on taking electronic music production out of the 
studio and into a performance-based setting using cut-
ting-edge performance tools and software. You may use 
software such as Ableton Live and NI Reaktor to create 
your own unique computer-based performance tools.

Additional Information

Entry Requirements

UCAS Points: 120 Points

Qualifications: AS/A-Levels (at least 80 must be 
at A2-level) or relevant level 3 qualification i.e. 
BTEC National Diploma/BTEC Extended Diplo-
ma at PPP, Access to HE Diplomas.

Plus GCSEs at grade C or above in English 
Language and Mathematics: alternatives at 
Level 2 may be considered.

Course Fees

£7500 per year

We understand figuring out student finance 
can be a daunting prospect but we are here to 
help! If you get stuck or just want some friendly 
advice give us a call. Alternatively visit gov.uk/
student-finance/overview for information and 
guidance on completing your application.

How to Apply

Applications for this course are through UCAS.

Course Code:  38HW

Institution Code: C78


