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MUSIC FOR FILM & TV
HND - Higher National Diploma

Module Details

This course is for musicians and music makers who want 
to develop their creativity, theoretical understanding as 
well as the practical skills to compose, record and produce 
music and sound for TV, Film and the wider media industry. 
During this course you will cover the areas of sequencing, 
audio engineering, audio editing, mixing and production 
techniques. 

From the outset, through formal lectures, practical 
workshops and assignments, you will be encouraged 
to combine these skills to create audio relevant to visual 
images and the media. Upon completion you will be well on 
the road to realising your ambitions to become a competent 
and creative audio-media professional.

Aural Perception & the Principle of Musical Sound

Having a good musical ear is a prerequisite of professional 
musical life and a tool that can be relied on throughout 
a musical career. Learners will develop aural perception 
skills working with a range of musical styles, analysing 
work using appropriate musical vocabulary, identifying and 
understanding the musical characteristics, and the different 
stylistic elements involved.

Research & Analysis of Musical Genre

This module allows learners to develop the research skills 
they need to support both theoretical and practical 
elements of a chosen genre. Distinguishing between 
primary and secondary sources, learners will evaluate their 
validity and extract the necessary information to synthesise 
their research into an appropriate form for presentation.

Audio Mastering

In the age of the internet and bedroom studios, the 
mastering and manufacturing process is often overlooked. 
This module develops a working knowledge of the work of 
a mastering engineer and the mastering studio. Learners 
will explore the creative and corrective possibilities in 
mastering as the final stage of the recording process.

Sequencing Music and Sound

In this unit learners will create a portfolio of music using the 
tools available with the major sequencing software packages. 
Learners will work with MIDI and audio-based sequencing, 
each of which has a vast range of techniques that can be 
utilised in the production of music for film and television.

Foley Recording Techniques and Engineering

Foley recording is a big part of film and TV audio where live 
sound is not always useable foley recording becomes vital.  
This module aims to explore the skills required to produce 
foley for a short video. Learners will produce planning 
documents including track sheets, spotting lists etc. edit 
and record a foley library.

Composing for Film & TV

Composition for the moving image is a functional application 
of music composition, and is intended to serve and 
complement other creative material. As film composition 
usually involves working with or for several different specialists 
(directors, editors and music editors), it requires flexibility, and 
the ability to compromise and adapt to changing requirements.

Year 1

While no less rigorous than a BA (Hons) pathway, the 
HND is more vocational, with most assignments written 
to either reflect industry practice or enable you to build a 
professional portfolio of work. You can also top it up to a 
full BA with one further year of full-time study.

We see our courses as your first step into the industry, you 
will be working with industry professionals as your tutors 
alongside special guest lectures, all of which will ensure 
that you are prepared and have the skills needed to move 
on to a variety of careers in the creative industries.
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Year 2

Critical Music Listening

Acquiring and developing critical music listening skills 
expands creative opportunities. Film music necessitates 
a wide timbral appreciation; electronic manipulation with 
creative synthesis and sampling requires an appreciation of 
the tonal palette. On completion, learners will have developed 
a deeper understanding of music and sonic listening skills 
and awareness.

Work Related Experience Interacting with the Music Industry

Within this module a significant amount of learning can be 
achieved through work related experience. Learners will 
gain an understanding of the structures, roles and respon-
sibilities of music business organisations and how this 
relates to self-promotion and marketing of freelance and 
portfolio based careers.

Major Project

This module provides a practical framework for developing 
work in the music industry from initial and preparatory ideas 
through the process culminating in the production of work 
or performance. Learners will develop skills of independent 
enquiry by undertaking a sustained investigation of direct 
relevance to their vocational, academic and professional 
development.

Sequencing Techniques for Film & TV Composition

A music soundtrack can make or break a film or video. In 
this module, learners will explore the skills required to 
create musical soundtracks to compliment or even drive 
the feel of a short film or video.

Sound Design for Film & TV

Learners will study and explore cutting-edge sound design 
techniques used in contemporary film and TV. They will 
learn to create their own original sound design using a 
combination of sampling, synthesis and sequencing 
techniques for a specific piece of moving image and 
synchronise this to the chosen piece of moving image.

Audio Postproduction

Audio production has multiple applications, and though 
popular perception is that it is used primarily for music 
there are also post-production opportunities in the industry 
for a variety of media such as film, television, advertising, 
animation and new media. This often involves collating and 
combining production audio, library sound effects, music, 
and dialogue, as well as recording replacement dialogue 
and sound effects.

Additional Information

Entry Requirements

UCAS Points: 120 Points

Qualifications: AS/A-Levels (at least 80 must be 
at A2-level) or relevant level 3 qualification i.e. 
BTEC National Diploma/BTEC Extended 
Diploma at PPP, Access to HE Diplomas.

Plus GCSEs at grade C or above in English 
Language and Mathematics: alternatives at 
Level 2 may be considered.

Course Fees

£7500 per year

We understand figuring out student finance 
can be a daunting prospect but we are here to 
help! If you get stuck or just want some friendly 
advice give us a call. Alternatively visit gov.uk/
student-finance/overview for information and 
guidance on completing your application.

How to Apply

Applications for this course are through UCAS.

Course Code:  24HW

Institution Code: C78


