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MUSIC PERFORMANCE & TECHNOLOGY
HND - Higher National Diploma

Module Details

Future music industry professionals will require a 
range of essential creative and personal skills to 
be successful. Relentless ambition, drive, strong 
communication skills, entrepreneurial vision 
coupled with raw talent makes the developing 
music professional a formidable prospect. As with 
all dBs Music courses we help you identify and 
develop these essential ingredients so that you can 
achieve your goals. So if you’re looking to become a 
performing musician who’s not only looking to write 
and produce music, but also to push the boundaries 
of live performance then this is the course for you.

Aural Perception & the Principles of Musical Sound

Having a good musical ear is a prerequisite of professional 
musical life and a tool that can be relied on throughout a 
musical career. This module provides a working knowledge 
of the principles of sound, supported through the study of 
the physical properties of sound and human hearing. You will 
develop aural perception skills working with a range of musical 
styles, analysing work using appropriate musical vocabulary, 
identifying and understanding the musical characteristics, and 
the different stylistic elements involved.

Research & Analysis of Musical Genre

This module allows you to develop the research skills you 
will need to support both theoretical and practical elements 
of a chosen genre. Distinguishing between primary and 
secondary sources, you will evaluate their validity and 
extract the necessary information to synthesise your 
research into an appropriate form for presentation.

Band Rehearsal & Performance

All musicians should have the ability to take direction, create 
and innovate within a group structure. To do this you must 
be prepared to develop both the practical and aesthetic skills 
that are required for rehearsal and performance. You will 
gain expertise in the additional skills that are required for the 
planning and execution of a public performance.

Songwriting Techniques & Skills

A song is a complete composition in microcosm. The 
ingredients of a song (flowing, memorable melody lines 
and lyrics, chord progressions, accompaniment figures) are 
elements of composition in miniature. On completion of this 
module you will be able to understand and acquire these 
skills together with the process of writing songs, working 
with other musicians in the process.

Planning & Delivering a Live Music Event

This module is underpinned by research into current 
practices and legislation that governs performance events. 
You will be offered opportunities to plan and develop music 
productions for selected events. You will also have the 
opportunity to network with professional companies as 
well as developing the skills in communication, financial 
planning, logistics and marketing that are necessary in the 
completion of a professional event.

Studio Recording & Engineering

Looking at the factors affecting audio quality, together with 
the two recording methods of using microphones and 
direction injection (DI). This module also looks at the use of 
the mixing desk, including such things as routing and use 
of EQ, and the creative and corrective treatment of sound. 
Finally, you will look at effective studio session preparation, 
both from the point of view of the musician and from that of 
the studio personnel. 

Year 1

While no less rigorous than a BA (Hons) pathway, the 
HND is more vocational, with most assignments written 
to either reflect industry practice or enable you to build a 
professional portfolio of work. You can also top it up to a 
full BA with one further year of full-time study.

We see our courses as your first step into the industry, you 
will be working with industry professionals as your tutors 
alongside special guest lectures, all of which will ensure 
that you are prepared and have the skills needed to move 
on to a variety of careers in the creative industries.



enquiries@dbsmusic.co.uk // 0333 3442243 // dbsmusic.co.uk 2

Year 2

Critical Music Listening

Acquiring and developing critical music listening skills 
expands creative opportunities. Film music necessitates 
a wide timbral appreciation; electronic manipulation with 
creative synthesis and sampling requires an appreciation of 
the tonal palette. On completion you will have developed 
a deeper understanding of music and sonic listening skills 
and awareness.

Work Experience: Interacting with the Music Industry

A significant amount of learning can be achevied through work 
related experience. You will gain an understanding of the 
structures, roles and responsibilities of music business 
organisations and how this relates to self-promotion and 
marketing of freelance and portfolio based careers.

Major Project

This module deals with the practical application of the skills 
and techniques required in the preparation and production 
of music and music performance whilst working as part of 
a team. You will develop skills in decision making, problem 
solving and communication, integrated with the skills and 
knowledge developed in many of the other units within the 
programme to complete a realistic project.

Computer Music Composition & Production

Technology advances in recent years have brought about a 
significant change in how we produce and compose music. 
Looking into the tools and techniques in the process of 
creation, manipulation and production of musical ideas 
and sound; you wills will examine a range of software and 
hardware options with a view to integrating in the creative 
process.

Improvisation in Music

Improvisation is the mainstay of many types of musical 
activity from jazz to classical. Improvisation can become a 
major tool for musicians to sustain and develop their hori-
zons and employment base. Like many other techniques, 
the skills required to improvise can be learned and the 
route to improvisation can be seen as a series of steps.

Music Performance Studies

This module enables you to practice and monitor your 
progress in order to develop yourself as an instrumental 
or vocal performer. You will study a varied repertoire for 
both solo and ensemble working and develop reading and 
rehearsal techniques, preparation, communication and 
professionalism.

Additional Information

Entry Requirements

UCAS Points: 120 Points

Qualifications: AS/A-Levels (at least 80 must be 
at A2-level) or relevant level 3 qualification i.e. 
BTEC National Diploma/BTEC Extended Diplo-
ma at PPP, Access to HE Diplomas.

Plus GCSEs at grade C or above in English 
Language and Mathematics: alternatives at 
Level 2 may be considered.

Course Fees

£7500 per year

We understand figuring out student finance 
can be a daunting prospect but we are here to 
help! If you get stuck or just want some friendly 
advice give us a call. Alternatively visit gov.uk/
student-finance/overview for information and 
guidance on completing your application.

How to Apply

Applications for this course are through UCAS.

Course Code:  039W

Institution Code: C78


